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Direction from BPDA

Planning for growth in Boston often happens at the polar ends of a growth 
continuum. 

“Transformational” development sites are often immediately adjacent to 
some of Boston’s lowest density residential neighborhoods.

What does “contextually appropriate” development mean for infill sites 
between two contexts? 

Once complete, these transformational development sites become new 
destinations. Where neighborhoods once intentionally turned away from the 
site, they may desire to turn towards them.





Anatomy of Current Typologies



Creating a Third Scale by clustering existing typologies to increase 
density incrementally and responsibly



Prevent Displacement 
of Housing

Affordable Housing Carbon Neutral / Net Zero 
Options

Simpler Construction | 
Modular / Mass Timber

Preserve Neighborhood 
Character

Pedestrian 
Friendly

Improved Light and 
Ventilation

Sense of Place and 
Identity

Co-Benefits of the Third Scale

Transit Focussed | Less 
Dependence on Cars

Private / Public 
Open Spaces



Readville



IB2030



Existing Conditions

Mix of primarily residential areas 
and primarily commercial areas 

Mostly low-rise buildings that rarely 
exceed two stories

Low-density housing including 
surrounding the transit station

Mostly single-family houses with 
some two or three-family houses 
interspersed throughout

Source: Fairmount Indigo Planning Initiative



Neighborhood Character



Fairmount-Indigo Corridor 
Priorities

Create Catalyst Investments; Grow Job Center Bookends

Prevent Displacement; Create ToD Housing; Grow Infill Opportunities

Reinforce Culture, Art and History; Reorient Activity to Station

Improve Walkability and Public Realm; Integrate Bus and Shuttle 
Connections; Manage Parking

Connect Open Space Networks; Continue Streetscape 
Improvements; Create Station Plazas

Build Neighborhood Safety and Community; Enhance Neighborhood 
Health; Add Core Amenities and Services



Current Zoning
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ToD (Transit-Oriented Development) with NoD (Neighborhood-Oriented Density)



Readville

Create Density Transition Zones







Break the Mold



Diversify Living 
Options



Hybridize Land Use

1F, 2F and 3F Housing Typologies

Neighborhood Shopping

Surface Parking

Layering/ Hybridizing Land Use



Single Family - approx. 7 DU/acre
Detached single-family residences

Individualised open spaces
1-2 stories

TS1 + TS2 - approx. 14 DU/acre
Detached SFR + Duplex (side-by-side) +

Duplex (stacked) + Triplex (stacked)
Individualised open spaces

2-3 stories

TS2 + TS3 - approx. 24-26 DU/acre
Duplex, Triplex, Townhouses

Courtyard buildings + Multiplex (medium)
Shared open spaces

2-4 stories

Podium double-loaded mid- to high-rise approx. 
80 DU/acre

Shared and elevated open spaces
4-8 stories

TS2 + TS3 - approx. 18-20 DU/acre
Duplex, Triplex + Multiplex (four to six units)

+Townhouses
Shared open spaces

2-3 stories

Density Transitions
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