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DESIGN FOR AGING IN 
[HISTORIC ]PLACES
THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN CHERISHED HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
& ACTIVE, ACCESSIBLE SENIOR COMMUNITIES 



AGING IN [HISTORIC] PLACES

• 1. Identify strategies to optimize existing and historic structures to support Senior Design Guidelines

• 2. Identify strategies to reconcile existing building constraints with accessibility and clearances

• 3. Identify historically sensitive opportunities for Universal Design

• 4. Identify the many ways existing buildings are a resource 

• LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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• WHO WE ARE:
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AGING IN PLACE DESIGN GUIDELINES
Published by ENTERPRISE GREEN COMMUNITIES



AGING IN [HISTORIC] PLACES

Coady School Residences, Bourne, MA

Bigelow & Riverbend Schools, Athol, MA Oxford School Residences, Fairhaven, MA

St. James School, Salem, MA
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STUDYING THE IMPACT OF APPENDIX K ON UNIT LAYOUTS
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PRIORITIZE 
INCREASED

CLEARANCES AT 
UNIT BATHS

‘MODIFIED’ 
ACCESSIBLE 
KITCHENS

SUPPORTED BY FULLY 
ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY 

KITCHEN

OPEN FLOOR 
PLANS TO ALLOW 

VISIBILITY
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‘MODIFIED’ 
ACCESSIBLE 
KITCHENS

SUPPORTED BY FULLY 
ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY 

KITCHEN

PRIVATE OFFICE FOR 
VISITING PROVIDERS

COMMUNITY RESILIENCY 
STRATEGY

COMMUNITY LAUNDRY
ADJACENT COMMON 

LOUNGE TO ENCOURAGE 
SOCIAL INTERACTION
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Oxford School Residences, Fairhaven, MA
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WAITING AREA WITH 
LINE OF SITE TO PICK-UP

SENSITIVELY MODIFIED 
ACCESSIBLE ENTRY

COVERED ENTRY

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SOCIAL INTERACTION

ACCESSIBLE PATHWAYS 
THROUGH SITE

CONNECTIONS TO 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

RESOURCES
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Oxford School Residences, Fairhaven, MA
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AMENITIES ON EACH 
FLOOR TO ENCOURAGE 
SOCIAL INTERACTION

CENTRALLY LOCATED,
HIGHLY VISIBLE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
FOUND SPACES IN 

EXISTING BUILDINGS!
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Coady School Residences, Bourne, MA



Coady School Residences, Bourne, MA
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AGING IN [HISTORIC] PLACES William Barton Rogers School, Hyde Park
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Dracut Centre School
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PAC 10, Lawrence, MA
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Hosted by 
BSA Women in 
Design in 
collaboration with 
the Design for 
Aging Committee, 
Access 
Committee, and 
the BSLA

A SYMPOSIUM ON 
INTERSECTIONAL 
AND 
PARTICIPATORY
DESIGN 
PROCESSES



A chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) + a community nonprofit.

Title Option 1:
Sub-head if necessary

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

A SYMPOSIUM BY



A chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) + a community nonprofit.
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