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Introductions
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Learning Objectives

Applicable code review

Understand building/fire code interior 
finish requirements

Review BFD FF&E requirements and 
application process

Recognize changes in the state law 
pertaining to banned fire retardant 
chemicals
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Introduction: Why Bother?

Laws

Codes

Standards

Referenced Standards

Amendments
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Laws

Two types

 Laws which grant authority

 Laws which control
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M.G.L. Chapter 143 Section 93 M.G.L. Chapter 148 Section 26G



Codes
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Tell you what to do

International Code 
Council

National Fire 
Protection Association



Relevant Codes

ICC
 Building

 Existing Building

 Plumbing

 Mechanical

 Energy Conservation

 Residential

NFPA
 1 – Fire Code

 70 – National Electrical Code

 101 – Life Safety Code (not 
in MA)
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Referenced Standards

Tell you how to do it
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780 CMR: MA State Building Code
Comprised of:
 International Building Code, 2015 (with MA amendments)
 International Existing Building Code, 2015 (with MA 

amendments)
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Referenced Standards
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MA Amendments

State-specific changes to codes and 
standards
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Interior Finish Requirements

Building Code (780 CMR)

Fire Code (527 CMR)

Boston Fire Prevention Code 
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780 CMR 8.00: 
Interior Finishes Definitions

Interior finish: includes interior floor finish 
and interior wall and ceiling finish

Interior floor finish: the exposed floor 
surfaces of buildings including coverings 
applied over a finished floor or stair, 
including risers
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Definitions

Interior wall and ceiling finish: the 

exposed interior surfaces of buildings, 
including but not limited to: 

 Fixed or movable walls and partitions, toilet room 
privacy partitions; 

 Columns; 

 Ceilings; and 

 Interior wainscoting, paneling or other finish 
applied structurally or for decoration, acoustical 
correction, surface insulation, structural fire 
resistance or similar purposes, but not including 
trim
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Definitions
Decorative materials: Anything applied over the building 
interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other effect
(such as curtains, draperies, fabrics, streamers and 
surface coverings), and all materials utilized for 
decorative effect (such as batting, cloth, cotton, hay, 
stalks, straw, vines, leaves, trees, moss and similar 
items), including foam plastics and materials containing 
foam plastic.

 Does not include floor coverings, ordinary window shades, 
interior finish and materials 0.025 inch (0.64 mm) or less in 
thickness applied directly to and adhering tightly to a 
substrate

 MA Amendment: 780 CMR defers to 527 CMR for “decorative 
materials”.
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Name That Object – Interior Finishes
Decorative material

Trim

Floor finish

Wall finish

Wall finish 17



Decorations
Decorations: All materials such 
as scenery, plastic shields, 
streamers, and also cloth, 
cotton batting, straw, vines, 
leaved, trees and moss used 
for decorative effect, bamboo 
and other wood fibers, 
cardboard and other paper 
products
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780 CMR 8.00: Interior Finishes

Wall/Ceiling Finish Classifications:

 Class A: flame spread 0-25

 Class B: flame spread 26-75

 Class C: flame spread 76-200

 All: smoke developed 0-450

Floor Classification:
 Class I: critical radiant flux not less than 

0.45 W/cm2

 Class II: critical radiant flux not less than 
0.22 W/cm2
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Interior Finish Requirements, Walls
(780 CMR)
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Interior Finish Requirements, Walls
(780 CMR)
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Fire Prevention Regulations
(527 CMR)

Upholstered Furniture, Curtains, and Decorations
 Applies to Health Care, Residential Board and Care, 

Ambulatory Health Care, Detention and Correction, Hotels, 
Dormitories, Special Amusement Buildings
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Fire Prevention Regulations
(527 CMR)

Upholstered Furniture must meet one of the following 
if the building is sprinklered:
 Class I in accordance with NFPA 260 (ignition test)

 Char length less than 1.5” in accordance with NFPA 261

 TB CAL 117

Upholstered Furniture must meet ASTM E 1537 if the 
building is not sprinklered.
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Examples of Upholstered Furniture
Plastic woven chair

Plastic 
stacking 
chairs

Banquette 
seating
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Examples of Upholstered Furniture

Lucite chair
Padded chairs
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Fire Prevention Regulations
(527 CMR)

Curtains must be tested to NFPA 701

Decorations usually require testing to NFPA 701, but 
it can vary based on material and occupancy.
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Blinds vs. Curtains:

Blinds: Anything that keeps out light when 
placed in a window, not including ordinary 
window shades.

Curtains: A piece of cloth or other 
material, sometimes arranged so that it 
can be drawn upward or sideways, hung 
for decoration, as at a window, or to cover 
or conceal a space.
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Boston Fire Prevention Code

Specific to the city

One permit is required for each unique
regulated material.

Application is reviewed by the BFD chemist.
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https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/document-file-09-
2016/regulated_materials_-_general_guidelines_and_fees.pdf 29



Boston Fire Department 
Chemist Regulations – Upholstered Furniture

Upholstered Furniture Requirements Apply to:

 All Group A, E, I, R-1, and R-2 

 Nonsprinklered group B and M when located 
beneath Group R

 Seating beneath temporary assemblies in a tent or 
other temporary structure where there exists an 
open flame

30



Boston Fire Department 
Chemist Regulations – Upholstered Furniture

Submit one application for each fabric/padding 
combination (including test report).

CAL 117 required in: 

 Group A, E, I, R (excluding R-3 and R-4)

 Any Group A space with occupant load > 49 located in an 
otherwise unregulated occupancy

CAL 133 required in:

 Nonsprinklered Groups B and M located beneath Group  R

 Temporary assemblies/structures

ASTM E 1537 required for solid plastic chairs 
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Boston Fire Department 
Chemist Regulations – Draperies and 
Decorative Materials

Submit one application for each unique product. 
Submit 12” x 12” sample from actual yardage for 
internal testing at BFD.
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Boston Fire Department 
Chemist Regulations – Wall Coverings

Submit one application for each unique product.

ASTM E84 Test. 

Submit 12” x 12” sample from actual yardage for 
internal testing at BFD.
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Boston Fire Department Chemist 
Chemist Regulations – Floor Coverings

Submit one application for each unique 
product.

ASTM E648 Test.

Only required in corridors, exitways, 
stairways, lobbies, and “common areas”.

Carpet and underlayment must be tested as 
an assembly.
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Boston Fire Department Chemist 
Chemist Regulations – Mattresses

Submit one application for each unique 
product.

BFD IX-11 Test.

Submit BFD IX-11 test report and video.
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Case Study – Restaurant Fit 
out in the Seaport

• Submitted a total of 16 applications:

• 2 draperies

• 1 decorative material 

• 6 upholstered furniture items (1 application 
for each unique foam/fabric combination)

• 6 wall coverings

• 1 ceiling tile
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Case Study – Restaurant Fit 
out in the Seaport

• Design included:

• 8 ft x 10 ft canvas mural 

• multiple “paint-by-number” art pieces on a 
cardboard substrate.
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MA H.4900

• H4900 was signed into law on 1/1/21

• Goes into effect on 1/1/22

• Prohibits the use of 11 flame retardants
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H4900 Considerations

Does not apply to products 
manufactured before 12/31/21

Manufacturers prohibiting from 
producing

Retailers prohibited from selling

No prohibition on use or installation
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Thank you for your time!

Questions?

Jenna Troio, Kelly Knopp & Adam Macsata

jtroio@c3boston.com kknopp@c3boston.com amacsata@c3boston.com

This concludes the Code Committee Presentation
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